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Note on Corrections 



A number of minor alterations have been made silently in the text of the music to conform with some of the critical 
evaluations of the variant autograph manuscripts made by other scholars subsequent to the original publication of the Bach- 
Gesellschaft edition 

It should be noted that in this edition, in the treble clef, key signatures that include the sharping of F place the sharp sign in 
the lower position of F on the staff. 

Note on Tempos 

Bach did not provide tempo indications for all of the preludes and fugues in The Well-Tempered Clavier, and the original 
editor of the Bach-Gesellschaft edition (reprinted here) refrained from providing tempos. It is best to base the tempo of any 
prelude or fugue on the stylistic norms of the practice of Bach's day, and on the inherent rhythmic-melodic character of each 
unit. For didactic purposes, however, and for the guidance of less experienced players, the present Dover edition provides, in 
small type at the beginning of each prelude and each fugue, the tempo indications (including metronomic measure) suggested by 
Hans Bischoff in his prestigious edition. Furthermore, wherever the tempo indications given by the great scholar Donald F. 
Tovey differ from those of Bischoff, they have been added in parentheses in the form"(Tovey: ...)"; we omit, however, 
Tovey's subjective suggestions for expression, such as "dolce ma espressivo" (Book Two, Prelude 20). 



Note on Ornamentation 



No alteration of ornaments as they appear in the Bach-Gesellschaft Edition have been made in this reprinting in view of the 
many variants in the various manuscript sources. 

The following general principles are suggested: (1) Ornaments begin on the beat. (2) Whenever possible, the beginning of 
the ornament does not repeat the preceding note. (3) The ornament always moves downward, except in a variant of the trill, as 
shown below. 

The Grace Note. The grace note ( J or J ) is in smaller print. It is the basic appoggiatura. Generally, its value is very short. 
A longer value is given, however, if it is attached to a note whose value is long. The shortest value appears in the form 1 . 

The Mordent 
j» 

The Trill. The trill is sustained, generally, for the duration of the value of the note to which it is applied, except in the case 
of the short trill, as shown below. The four forms of the trill, as they appear in this edition, are as follows: 

extended trill 




short trill 
trill starting on lower note 




trill starting on upper note 
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THE WELL-TEMPERED CLAVIER 



Book One 



Prelude 1, C Major 



Moderato J = 132 a 
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Andanfe J = 63 
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Fugue 1, C Major 



•r 



35 




ft 




7 7 




7 rn J^j^ |j 




Od.r; 

J 


MUM 


if--, 1 — * — ■ 






l f 0 m 


=2=9 — j ■ 



i 





7 



10 



! 



7 ^ ~ t_^* 



r 



15 





Lifl-D-Ki' 


ht-F 


♦ ic 

— £f f — 




^^^^ 

J J j 

































f r 'g-tc 



Prelude 2, C Minor 



Allegro J = JOS (Tovey: slower) 
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Fugue 2, C Minor 



Allegretto J = 80 
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Prelude 3, C-sharp Major 



Vivace J 


















I 








M Jt M. 


£ e £ 









10 



15 




i 



m « m. 




P 



£ 



55 



&j r c e » 



ss — 




65 



* K- 






-# — 1 










a ' * 1 zm 






K5 








r — » 





p# 


-r 




-# 


*f- — 


XM . 

^s>ff k 

















£2 



100 



r 



Fugue 3, C-sharp Major 



Book One 

Allegro J = 100 
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Prelude 4, C-sharp Minor 



Molto moderate J = 100 
(Tovey: similar; maestoso) 
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Prelude 5, D Major 
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Fugue 5, D Major 



Allegro moderate J = SO 

(Tovey: slower; in French overture style) 
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Prelude 6, D Minor 
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Fugue 6, D Minor 



Moderate J = 72 (Tovey: similar) 
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Prelude 7, E-flat Major 



Largo J = 


69 (Tovey: similar, but broad) 
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Fugue 7, E-flat Major 



Allegro J = 204 (Tovey: slightly slower) 
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Prelude 8, E-flat Minor 



Sostenuto = SO (Tovey: similar, a sarabande tempo) 
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Fugue 8, D-sharp Minor 
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Prelude 9, E Major 



Allegretto piacevole J = 92 (Tovey: similar) 
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Fugue 9, E Major 




Prelude 10, E Minor 
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Fugue 10, E Minor 



Allegro capriccioso J = 132 
(Tovey: the same; leggiero) 
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Prelude 11, F Major 



Allegro J = SO (Tovey: slightly stouter) 





Fugue 11, F Major 



Allegretto J = 60 (Tovey: similar) 
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Prelude 12, F Minor 
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Fugue 12, F Minor 



Motto moderato J = 66 
(Tovey: similar; maestoso) 

a 4. 




IP? 



St 



r r'"T 



f^r— -f- 



t t r 





— 1 — fJli^- 


* -4 

±*Jim 






H — ipJ J ,j 








5^ 


— *^rf — ] 



iAhfJ — J — J-- -i 


1, rr. : - -= 








^ r 7 s wfr 






Til 


V- 


*rrzr- 


15 




-r-Tif*arsr 











Prelude 13, F-sharp Major 



Allegretto * = 104 (Tovey: similar) 
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Fugue 13, F-sharp Major 



Andantino J = 


76 (Tovey: similar) 
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Prelude 14, F-sharp Minor 



Allegro J = 208 
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Fugue 14, F-sharp Minor 



Andante serioso J = 200 
(Tovey: the same; cantabile) 
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Prelude 15, G Major 



Leggierissimo J> = 96 
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Fugue 15, G Major 



Allegro i = 76 
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Prelude 16, G Minor 



Lento J = 56 (Tovey: slightly faster) 
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Fugue 16, G Minor 
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Prelude 17, A-flat Major 



Allegretto J = 208 
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Fugue 17, A-flat Major 
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Prelude 18, G-sharp Minor 



Allegretto J 1 = 132 (Tovey: slightly slower) 
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Fugue 18, G-sharp Minor 
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Prelude 19, A Major 
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Allegretto grazioso J = 84 (Tovey: similar) 
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Fugue 19, A Major 



Allegretto J- = 66 (Tovey: similar) 
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Prelude 20, A Minor 



Allegro J. = 80 (Tqvey: slightly slower) 
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Fugue 20, A Minor 



Moderate assai J = 66 
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Prelude 21, B-flat Major 



Vivace J = 76 (Tovey: in toccata style; improvisatory) 
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Prelude 22, B-flat Minor 





Lento «h = 92 (Towy: s/ig/if/y /aster) 
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Fugue 22, B-flat Minor 



Lento } = 104 (Tovey: somewhat faster) 
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Prelude 23, B Major 



Allegretto J - 80 
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Andante J = 69 
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Fugue 24, B Minor 



Largo J = 52 
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THE WELL-TEMPERED CLAVIER 



Book Two 
Prelude 1, C Major 



Andante espressivo J = 54 (Tovey: similar) 
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Prelude 3, C-sharp Major 
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•Throughout this prelude, the alternate versions (printed here in smaller type, and preceded by "Oder:") are 
now the preferred readings, on the basis of the best manuscript copies by Bach's pupils and the evaluations of later 
scholars, especially Bischoff and Tovey. 
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Fugue 3, C-sharp Major 



Moderate J = 60 (Tovey: somewhat similar) 
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Prelude 4, C-sharp Minor 
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Fugue 4, C-sharp Minor 



fm" ■ 


> as 




















" i,* 









■J; ;. j,-t 

p 1 


*5 - t-T- 


















62 

















~ T ffr — BCfff i 


f J f ttr 


SIP] 

f ,r ^ 

25 



.!»« "J i m 



so 



(Wep.-i; 



35 




111$ 111' 



71 




2 



so 



Oder-. = J&B 



3 



as 



53 




„ 65 




IS , K 



P 1 



Prelude 5, D Major 



Allegro J = J. = 84 (Tovey: similar) 
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Fugue 5, D Major 



Andante tranauillo J = 63 (Tovey: similar) 
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Prelude 7, E-flat Major 
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Fugue 7, E-flat Major 



Moderato J = 63 
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Prelude 8, D-sharp Minor 



Moderate J = 80 (Tovey: a few shades slower) 
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Fugue 8, D-sharp Minor 



Molto tranquillo J = 60 (Tovey: similar) 
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Prelude 9, E Major 



Andantino J = 76 (Tovey: similar) 
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Fugue 9, E Major 



Grave A = 60 (Tovey: similar) ' 
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Prelude 11, F Major 



Andante tranquillo J = 60 (Tovey: similar) 
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Fugue 11, F Major 
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Prelude 12, F Minor 



Moderate J = 80 (Tovey: similar) 
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Fugue 12, F Minor 
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Prelude 13, F-sharp Major 





Allegretto } = 88 (Tovey: simil 
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Fugue 13, F-sharp Major 



Allegro J = 69 (Tovey: similar; in gavotte style) 
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Prelude 14, F-sharp Minor 
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Fugue 14, F-sharp Minor 




Prelude 15, G Major 



Vivace J = 232 (Tovey: a shade slower) 
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Fugue 15, G Major 



Allegretto J- = 76 
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Prelude 16, G Minor 



Largo J = 48 
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Fugue 16, G Minor 



Moderate J = 72 (Tovey: similar; maestoso) 
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Prelude 17, A-flat Major 
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Fugue 17, A-flat Major 



Soslenuto J = 58 (Tovey: similar) 
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Prelude 18, G-sharp Minor 
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Fugue 18, G-sharp Minor 



Non troppo allegro J. = 76 
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Prelude 19, A Major 
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Fugue 19, A Major 



Moderate J = 88 (Tovey: faster; allegro) 
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Prelude 20, A Minor 
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Fugue 20, A Minor 




Prelude 21, B-flat Major 
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Fugue 21, B-flat Major 



Allegretto J = 126 

(Tovey: similar; in menuetto tempo) 
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Prelude 22, B-flat Minor 
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Fugue 22, B-flat Minor 



Andante A = 69 
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Prelude 23, B Major 




—0—0 — 0—0 — 0 — 0 — 0—0- 

0r— ~ 0 r r -»p „ ' 0 ~ 



85 



;7T« «• 




• 





7 













0 0 0 9 ? 

on 


1-9 0 f 1 ^ggffl^ 















5^8 


flJE?'*; J 1 












00' 




Fugue 23, B Major 



Andante J = 63 (Toi^ey: a shade faster) 
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Prelude 24, B Minor 



Allegro J = 66 (Tovey: somewhat slower) 
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Allegro. 
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Fugue 24, B Minor 



